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A collective of Pacific Northwest 

authors creating connections  between 

writers, readers, librarians, and booksellers 
to foster and support a passion  for the written word.

In 2006, two Northwest authors, Jennie Shortridge and Garth Stein, got together for coffee one afternoon to talk shop. Over the next year, they met for coffee the last Friday of every month, each time inviting a few more local authors. The writer friends immediately recognized the benefit of sharing ideas about marketing and publicizing their own work, as well as the good they might be able to do in the local reading community. 

In 2009, Seattle7Writers became official with a steering committee in place. In addition to Garth and Jennie, Kit Bakke, Randy Sue Coburn, Mary Guterson, Erica Bauermeister, and Carol Cassella now round out the seven. As they continue to meet, other authors become involved or offer support: Stephanie Kallos, Heather Barbieri, Maria Semple, Jim Lynch, Jonathan Evison, Debra Dean, Kevin O’Brien, Nancy Pearl, and the list grows.

From the start, Seattle7Writers pledged to undertake several community outreach initiatives. The first was a series of panel discussions, readings, and writing workshops with all or partial proceeds benefiting literacy programs in the Northwest. The group chose Writers in the Schools as its official 2009/2010 recipient.

Other initiatives include the development of community "pocket" libraries in unconventional places, book club events to encourage community support of local libraries and independent booksellers, and the donation of book bags filled with Northwest titles for auction at several community fundraisers. With camaraderie and enthusiasm, the group looks forward to working with the Northwest reading community for years to come, and welcomes ideas and suggestions.
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Check Seattle7Writers.org for events and news.
